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WAROOKA’S John Dalla had another 
successful showing at this year’s World 
Shearing Championships across 
Thursday to Sunday, June 22-25.  

An 11-time national title holder, Mr 
Dalla finished this year’s competition, 
held at the Royal Highland Show in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, with a fifth place 
in the individual event and fourth in 
the teams event.  

“It’s a combination of quality and 
speed shearing and it’s held every three 
years,” he said. 

“The results were brilliant for me 
considering the sheep we were using. 

“There’s nothing similar to the sheep 
in Scotland here in Australia, so it’s 
actually really difficult to train for. 

“But because I’ve been to Scotland 
and the United Kingdom to shear four 
times now, I’ve had a bit of practice, 
which does make it easier. 

“In the teams event we were 0.2 of a 
point, the equivalent of about five sec-
onds, off being third, so I think that 
says a lot about how tight the champi-
onship was this year.” 

Mr Dalla, who operates Orrie Cowie 
Merino, Poll Merino, White Suffolk and 
Suffolk Stud, said he relishes the oppor-
tunity to perform on the world stage. 

“I absolutely love it, to try and pit 
yourself against the best in the world is 
a really rewarding process and you gain 
a lot out of it,” he said.  

“You get to have a chat and make 
connections with people from all over 
the world, something I learn a lot from. 

“Of course, if you do strike up a con-
nection, then you’ve got world class shear-
ers you know right across the world.” 

Mr Dalla is now preparing to com-
pete in the national championship, to 
be held in Jamestown, South Australia, 
in late October. 

CLIP, CLIP... Eleven-time National Shearing Champion John  
Dalla shears a sheep at home in Warooka. Mr Dalla has  
just returned from the World Shearing Championships in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, where he finished fifth in the individual 
competition.

PREMIER Peter Malinauskas and 
ABC TV’s Pip Courtney will be spe-
cial guests at this year’s Yorke 
Peninsula Field Days. 

Mr Malinauskas will officially open 
the event on Wednesday, September 
27 while Landline host Ms Courtney 
will speak on Tuesday, September 26. 

“I am looking forward to heading 
back to Paskeville and opening the 
YP Field Days,” Mr Malinauskas said. 

“The Yorke Peninsula is a beautiful 
region, and its thriving agriculture 
industry plays an important role in 
our state’s economy as a whole. 

“Hopefully our farmers will have 
yet another bumper crop later this 
year — I’m looking forward to hear-
ing all about it at the field days.” 

Ms Courtney grew up in Tasmania 
and study politics and English at uni-
versity before joining the ABC in 
Hobart in 1986. 

She combined her two possible 
career pathways same as agriculture 
and journalism — when she joined 
Landline in 1993. 

Ms Courtney has been recognised 
with awards for her reporting on sev-
eral occasions, and became the host 
of Landline in 2012. 

“The last time I would have been 
on Yorke Peninsula would be in the 

mid-1990s, when I was doing a story 
on hemp, but we tend to stick to 
reporting on stories within our state 
now,” she said. 

“I can’t wait (to come), field days are 
always exciting opportunities to talk 
to lot of people who live in the region. 

“I’m always looking to see what’s 
new and what I can learn about, to 
take the pulse of the industry.” 

YP Field Days CEO Peter 
Anderson said the committee was 
pleased to announce its guests. 

“The attendance of two high-profile 
guests is seen to reflect and highlight 
the significance of the field days within 
South Australia and the local region 
generally,” Mr Anderson said. 

“Although the Premier’s time will 
be limited due to Parliamentary 
demands, there is a lot on the state’s 
horizon he may wish to cover and I’m 
sure many would enjoy the opportu-
nity to hear him speak in person. 

“Likewise, as the host of the popu-
lar ABC TV series Landline, many 
will want to hear Pip Courtney speak 
of her experiences and her impres-
sions of the region.  

“The committee looks forward to 
having both of these important guests 
at the 2023 field days and hope you 
attend to enjoy their presentations.”

Very special guests 
at YP Field Days

GUEST... Landline’s  
Pip Courtney will be a 

guest speaker at this 
year’s Yorke Peninsula 

Field Days at Paskeville, 
September 26-28.

John Dalla’s shearing 
success in Scotland


